Hi! This zine was assembled by the Resist Line 3 Media Collective,
a group of organizers amplifying and creating media within the
movement to stop Line 3. This guide is intended to help defendants
facing charges from resisting the construction of Line 3 to speak
about their experiences both safely and effectively. If you have
questions or feedback you can reach us on Twitter, Instagram, or
media@resistline3.org
And just a friendly reminder for defendantsmake sure you’ve filled out the outtake form.
As the media collective, we’re running a few projects. We hope that
this guide will help you feel comfortable about participating in one
or more
● Defendant storytelling: This project is an effort to humanize
the many faces of Line 3 defendants. Your submission will be
used to create a social media spotlight to draw attention to
the experience and continuing needs of the hundreds of Line
3 defendants. If you’re interested in participating, please fill
out this form!
● Letters to the Editor (LTEs): Submitting LTEs is a simple way to
raise awareness about the movement all over the so-called
United States. LTEs can bolster defendant organizing, raise
awareness, and help support folks as they move through the
courts. Check out this guide to write your own, or copy one of
the examples!
● Speaking to Journalists: As the collective, we both receive
inquiries from journalists and “pitch” stories to them about
the evolving legal situation of Line 3 defendants. If you are
interested in sharing your experience as a defendant, as well
as speaking to broader movement messaging, we can help to
connect you with media for interviews. If you want to
conversate about this, or want to work with us on any projects
of your own, please email us at media@resistline3.org

Disclaimer: We’re not lawyers and this
isn’t legal advice-- though we did talk to
lawyers to make this. From a strictly legal
perspective, the best media strategy is to
say nothing.

● It's cliche, but it's true-- assume
everything you say will be used
against you in trial.
● Don't share any information that
the state doesn’t already have! This
includes not talking about your
involvement with action planning or
if you intended to get arrested.
● Check with your lawyer about your
specific case before giving a
statement.
● Keep your codefendants safe! Only
speak about your own experience,
avoid mentioning numbers of
comrades, their actions, etc. Check
in with your codefendants before
giving statements.
● Remember that photos can be
used in a trial to prove your
resemblance to footage taken on
an action day.

● It’s okay to talk about the state’s allegations against you (eg to
say “the state is charging me with felony theft”), and how you
feel about the allegations.
● It’s generally okay to say you were part of an action as long as
presence is not inherently an admission of guilt.
○ For example, it's okay to say you participated in the
Treaty People Gathering.
● Consider how “open and shut” your case is. Anything difficult
for the state to prove is much riskier to talk about. On the flip
side, there may not be much harm in talking openly about it if:
Your charge is a misdemeanor, the state has clear evidence
against you, and/or it seems certain that you’ll be convicted.
● If you have pled guilty (including taking a stay of adjudication),
it's most likely okay to talk about your case. It’s very unlikely
that you would be charged with a similar-level offense.
○ For example, if you plead guilty to public nuisance and
talked about the circumstances of the case, then it’s not
likely that they would try to
stick you with unlawful
assembly.

Something to keep in mind when talking to journalists is that they
often only quote a sentence or two from an interview. This means
that you’ll want to prepare to give succinct comments and to repeat
your main “talking points”. Talking to journalists can be scary! It helps
to have some talking points or facts in front of you.

● Create your talking points, and maybe even a mock script, to help
prepare you for what you want to say.
● Prepare background too-- include some high-level, generally agreed
upon movement and defendant talking points (like the number of
arrests, how fucked it is that Enbridge is paying the police, etc). Any
numbers or facts you think you’ll want to use will be nice to have in
front of you for the interview. We will work with you to develop these!
● Do some research/googling of the person giving the interview and
their outlet. Read a few of their articles or listen to a few of their
podcasts to get a sense of what their tone is. There’s going to be a
big difference in how you’ll want to prepare for talking to a journalist
who is politically aligned with movement values versus one that may
be trying to give a voice to “both sides” and your quote might be
followed by a statement from Enbridge.

● Practice with a friend! Practice both responding to normal questions,
and odd “gotcha” questions. It feels weird, but you want to practice
pivoting to always be answering the question that you wanted to be
asked.
● Remember that journalists also want a concise and well-worded
statement- so if you feel like you’re rambling you can just ask to start
over. There’s no guarantee that they won’t use the first thing they
recorded, but if you say it again better and more concisely it's a
win-win.

● Just because you say “off the record” doesn’t mean the interviewer is
gonna respect that.
● Remember that you can choose not to answer questions- you can
say “I’ll think about it and get back to you”. If you get asked
something you don't like, do not say, “no comment.” Either pivot to
your talking points or just don’t respond.
● If you don’t want to answer something, you can also blame your
lawyer (for a live interview)
● For example: "I’d love to talk about that, but my lawyer says I
can’t.”
Further resources, the Tilted Scales Guide to Being a Defendant, Chapter 7:
Working With the Media

